Teacher’s Page

Welcome to our videoconference project:

The Middle East Conflict: Causes, Effects, and Solutions

This videoconference has been established to help our students understand  the crisis in the Middle East and what effects it has on their lifestyle.  This model has been designed around the Middle Eastern conflict but could be adapted to simulate any conflict which impacts our students.

During this simulation, our students will role play a specific population. Representing the point of view of this specific population. (In this case one group will simulate the Israelis and the other class the Lebanese.)

Preparation: 

In preparation for this videoconference project, begin by dividing your class into three groups.  Explain to the class that they will be role playing a specific population.  (Israelis or Lebanese. This distinction has been determined by the instructors prior to the beginning of this unit).  Using worksheets provided by the teacher, inform the groups that they will be researching a specific topic concerning the conflict.  One group will concentrate on the causes of the conflict, another will focus on the effects the conflict has had on the population in the region, and the third will come up with possible solutions to the conflict based on the population represented.

The students will meet and complete their research.  Each group will then compile their information and present their findings to the entire class.  The class will discuss and refine their information prior to the videoconference.  Six students (two from each group) will be selected to represent a panel to present their arguments during the videoconference.

During the conference:


Using a facilitator, the two classes will meet and react to the facilitator’s questions while role playing the specific population.  Each side will have an opportunity to respond to and ask questions.  These questions could be limited to two or three depending on time constraints.  The facilitator will control the questions and keep the participants on task. 

Following the conference:

After the conference, each class will meet on their own and discuss what had taken place.  They will write their responses via the computer and through the teacher, share their thoughts by e-mail.  These responses may include but are not limited to such items as:  how the crisis affects the students. What they thought about the crisis.  What they thought about the conference.  

Resources for project:
http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761588322/Arab-Israeli_Conflict.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/?ok
http://www.cnn.com/
Frucht, Leora Eren. “No Easy Commute.” The Jerusalem Post (2001). 23 January 2001 


<http://www.jpost.com>. 

Palestine Net. 23 July 2002

      <http://www.palestine-net.com>.     

Statistical Abstract of Israel 2000, No. 51 
     <http://www.cbs.gov.il/shnatonenew.htm>.

Teacher Resource

Zeller, Tom. “Sticks and Stones: A Deadly Brand of Child’s Play.” The New York Times, Week in Review, 8 Oct. 2000: 55.

Benchmark

· Select social and political conditions in various parts of Southwest Asia and North Africa and describe how they have been shaped by events from the past (I.2.MS.3).

· Describe major economic and political connections between the United States and different countries of Southwest Asia and North Africa and explain the causes and consequences of those connections (II.3.MS.4).

